Great Chefs,

The biggest problem with throwing a wildly successful
annual party is ... you have to figure out how to top it next
time. And that’s exactly the dilemma faced by next year's
planning committee.

This year’s Great Chefs of Tampa Bay was, by all accounts,

a complete success. Held April 8, Great Chefs raised more
than $70,000 for the programs of Family Resources, making
it Family Resources’
most successful
fundraiser ever.

The party was
charmed from the
start with a prime
location. Guests could
not wait to step back
in time, through

the old oak door of
the historic Rutland
Mansion, site of this
year's party.The
beautifully restored
Philip and Michele Farley were gracious hosts.  €state is now the
They offered nearly unfettered access to their  home of Michele
home for the event. and Philip Farley.The
Farleys generously opened their home to hundreds of
guests and volunteers.

Besides the fantastic
location, there were
seyeral fortunate events
that combined to make
this year’s Great Chefs
spectacular.To start
with, Michele and Philip
were the perfect hosts.
They provided what
was essentially open
access to their home.
This greatly facilitated
the planning and
staging of the party.
Family Resources also
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Over the past eight years, the Great
Chefs has become one of Tampa Bay's

premier fundraising events. This years

event was the best yetl —
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The beautifully restored Rutland Mansion, just before the start of the event.

benefited from a gifted cadre of hard-working volunteers.
This was especially true of the planning committee. Missy
Church-Smith, a long-time
Chefs veteran, chaired

the committee for a third
time.The perfect leader,
she’s a great motivator
and uniquely talented at
keeping meetings short
and effective. Debbie
Martino, also a veteran

of several
Chefs
parties,
used her
talents as
an interior
designer
to create the exquisite layout and the Jook
of the event. Donna Gordon hosted the
event last year at her home, with husband,
George. She was also instrumental in
developing the art sale element of Great
Chefs that debuted at last year’s event.
This year, she took on that arduous task

Great Chefs vet Debbie Martino is
offered a taste test by Chef Ernesto
Deluca of SYSCO Food Services.

Chef Committee Chair Missy Church-Smith (left) with John and Cathy ~ again. Another veteran, Becky Duffy,
Long. John heads First Advantage Corp., the event’s anchor sponsor.







